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An Advertiſement to the Reader, 


H.neft Reader, 


=, & iscipinm bene ag ends eff bene ſas pr oem be 
we ſapicnds off bene dabirave ; The beginning of well 
doing isto know well, and the preface of well 

knowing is to deabe well. Had this been the pre- 
face, or that the principle of thoſe with whom I have to do in 
this Treatiſe, for the leading on and reRifying of thoſe Ats 
which they have dove, in order, or rather in diforder to the 
Chureh. 1 ſhould not have needed to have troubled them or 
thee with ſo many doubts or Quezries as are here nted to 
thy view, bat their over-haſty reſolutions have brought forth 
thele queſtions. Had they ſincerely 'and i ally cxamined 
their defignes before hand, wee had becne the labour of 
this after examination of their performance ; ſome may per- 
haps count me with the Proverb, T hat a fool may «sk more que- 
ſtions than many a wiſe man can an{wer. & others may charge 
me with onrngs ymow and boldnefie, To take upon me 
the examination of the aQts of a whole Synod, confitting of fo 
many learned Divines ; others may blot me and this with 
the imputation of impertinency in ſceming to require anſwers 
of them for thoſe things which arc the Iffues of another 
wombe, the ſharpe effects of the influence of another Con- 
ſtellation. And perhaps there will not be tome wanting that 
willchallenge me of lefle clearnefle, and of as hirtle ingenuity 
in _—— 18 that I have not (et up the particular ruarkes 
that I have (hot at, before every ſhaft that I bave ict go that is 
to (ay, That 1 have not ſet downethe particuler paſlages of the 
DireQory againlt every Quzre which is patled npon them. 
And indeed it is but reaſon, that I who am fo forward tore- 
quire fatsfaction of others ſhould noc be backward in grvivg 
'E {atistaction 
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To the Reader. 
latisfaFion to others that may require it of me: mine anſwer 
therefore to them that hall examine me, or that (hall make any 
of the aforeſaid objcRions againit me, is this: 

To the firſt, That iris tos true, That it is very caſic for wiſe- 
dome to be pozed and puzzled by folly. The many unneceſlary, 
fruitleflc, unſober and pernitious queſtiens of this age, that is 
ficke of an inquiſition, do too plainly and evidently convince it. 
But yet though curiofty hath che [tamp both of malevolency 
and folly upon it, yet it may be remembred, that as wile men 
are bound in realdn to cleare and jultific thole a&ts which t 
do of pablique concernment : {5 it may bee the part of 
and fober men to defire it of them, eipecially where many 
conſciences are engaged upen the inqueſt, and that under the 
penalty of an cte and where the Autbority whereby 
things are done is within a little as doubtfull, as the reaton of 
their doing being done. 

It may well be I confefle, that that Painter ſpoiled his p1- 
Ature that mended it,or rather altered it according to the excep- 
tions of every tancy that would finde fault with it ; an erreur 
that ſome are too guilty of in theſe dayes, in the too caſic 

of frames and draughts of a farre greater moment than 
the painters workemantſhip, and an eye endued but with natu- 
rall and ordinary skill may cafily perceive what a comely defor- 
mity is left us. If the people muſt alwayes bee beard in ſuch 
matters, I meane in matters of Charch and State government, 
they will never likely have done their quarrels, untill they have 
quarrelled or agitated all inte contuſion ; figce as Judicious Mr. 
Hooks r hath well obſerved, and we finde by lameatable experi- 
ence at this day: There is {carce any thing more calic than to 
periwade a people that they are net well governed ; no yoke 
can be fo fit or cafic totheir necks, but thoſe untamed Calves 
or Bullocks rvill be ready h to ſhake jt off, and plead for 
licentiouines under the name of 4i ;hence it 15 that affeia» 
tioa of novelty is fuck an epidemical dileale amonglit them,and 
not more unveriall than turbulent and pcraicious; which made 
the Thaurian's lawgiver provide that ſevere Antidet agaialt it, 
by zking a law that whoever would go about either to aboliſh 
any one of the old lawes, or attempt te .cltablſh a new, 
ſhould preſent himicite before the people with « "> 
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To the Reader; 
his neck 2: to the end,that if his invention 


were not approved 
, and fo hee ſhould 


of all men he ſhould be (t 
raſt firlt of the that himſclfe had mingled 2 1] hat :c 
might not be ſafe man to propeſe that which ſhould be 


crous to the w body. A law that never was more 
neeaftull than to our people, and in theſe dayes; and 1 thinke 
we may well wiſh it had been the firſt A of this pretent Par- 
liameot ; it might no doubt have ſaved a great many lives, and 
prevented a multitude of milchictes. 4 gr eat Aforalrſt makgth 
it agreat doubt, whether any fo evident profit may be found in 
the thange of a received Law of what nature whatſoever, 4s 
there « hurt im the removing 7 the ſame, for ſo much as awell 
ſecled poiicy may be compared to 4 frame or builaing of dovers 
par 1: jojned together with 'wa's ligament as it is impoſſible to 
ftirre or diſplace one, but the whole body muſt needs be or 
(hew a feel img in 41. The doubt 1 conceive to be a litele too gene- 
rall, but yet the realon that hee giveth bath proved too true in 
our condition. And the old ruſty {word of juſtice at 
Marſeille, that the fame Authour tells us of, was a good em- 
blmeeto fignihe, the great caution that ſhould bee uled 1n ad- 
ieti novelty in -admigiſtrations. 


ther ; yet when the perillous 
new Lawes ROE 
objections may inſt them they be thr 
etablifhed # and therefore it were 5px ot my 
Colleges ule todeale in the admilkion of their memoers, making 
them joners for a certaine time before they be finally ad- 
mitted jnto the number ; fo thoſe new Lawes that are broughe 
in might be probationers too amongſt us for a convenient tune, 
in which time it might be free for all men to make their ex- 
ceptions againſt them in a fairc and peaceable manner. The 
banes of —— were publaquely asked as we 
3 : ule 


ry 


To the Reader. 


uſeto do ja miiafs, and liberty allowed to every man to ſhew 
cauſe if he knowecs any way they ought tot to bee coattatted 
with the Common-Wcalth ; and whea they are once 10 (ctled, 
for ever after the people (hould bee bound to hold their peace, 
unleſle ir de mn luch caſe where lome cleare and manitelt oppo- 
ſition is diſcovered bet weene the Law of God and the recei- 
ved conltitutions : Ia which caſc alſo there is great modetati- 
on to be ufed, and nothing to bee <xtorted oy force-or tumult, 
nor is it often found that the people are tit Judges in ſuch 
things. 

Bur this may ſerve 1 hope to excule me from the over-ſ{cvere 
cealure either of folly or aulignity, inthat now 1 have indea- 
yourcd fo tar to (erve the —_——— ORE _ 1n 
this time of attempted change, and whilelt t new Lawes 
that are brought in are yet apon their probation. being not yet 
citabliſhed by s full authoruy (which cannot be dove with pre- 
termiſſion of, or contradition of the ſupreme _—— yea, 
whileſt the Lawes are yet in force whereby the old caſtomes 
areordained (unleſſe we will admut that the a&ts of a lefſe nnd 


mere impcrict power aboliſh the ats of that which is 
more full and perfeR, - ar 
and 


meoerefaculty tut oApor yh yon = 

zon than a | ) 
I hope | {ay I may be excuſed from the afgrelaid it 
new I have di Wer Onan) WO agg 
State, and particularly to my Prince and t ering party, 2s. 
to offer my obj<Rions agaialt thole that are attempted 
in a taire way to the pablique view, ally anto their 
=>" a1 Þ. ot AF them the mannage of the 


And this may ſerve in part too, for ap anfwer unto the ſecond 
objection that may be made againſt me in point of Arrogancy, 
in undertaking the examination ef the Afts of a whole Synod, 
i hall acknowledge jthe parts and gifts that are amongſt: 
them to be farre mere eminent than any 1 can pretend ance 
1 contend not with them in thele things, but | hope to be found 
as faithtull as they, and thinke I have altogether as much Au- 
rhority to deſice a reſolution from them of thoſe doubrs that 
concience may make againſt, that they kave done, as they 
hav /bcing net deligned by thelupreiae power, or the _ 

e- 


To the: Reader. | | 
| t hereunto) to make conſtitutions wherein mens Conſcienc . 


{ arc not ſatisfied, God hath choten- the fooliſh ttings of the - 
Woerld to confound the wile; the-weaker of "rite 


8 of the World and things that are dcfpiled hath God cheſen,y 


World to confound the things that are mi 


and things which arc net te briag to nought thingstaet arc;that 
fic(h theuld glory in his preſence. 1 delire ner to inake odious 
compariſons fox them, nor ambitious or arrogant ones for 
{cife, not to quench but revive the flames of Chriſtian love 
ewixt us. Bur yer it is poflible they may ben an crtour ; and 
then Micaiah was no pn Prophet to eppole 400 ** 
Proyhcts that had miſtaken their mcflage; and'1 could cell 
my cenlurers that the Arran Councclls, and the Couricell of 
Trent to0 might have bad a more free and uritterrupted pa- 
G ſage through the Warld perhaps, if they kad beea ſccured from 
the examination and 1on from parti men, And we 
know the Apeſtle hath laid # command upon us totry the ſpi- 
rits ; however we msy reverence their guifts, aud wiſh the 
Churchthe benefit of them in rhe 4zy& wee 
dare not aicnbe {© much Divinity ancs t *s to taker all 
things upon trult char they hall us, orreceive eve ** 
ry Mettall of their Coinage for pure Gold, withom ng it 
wits the tcſt, leſt 40 {6 ing them wee (hoald 4 the 
molt high ;. and whileſt we tuck reverence unto them, 
weſhould torger to pay that reverence which is due from us, 
unto the Church of Exgland, and thoſe' Conſtirutions which 
have beene eltabliſhed by other former Sy nods at leaft as Au- 
thenticall as they. 
It all this will net juſtifie me form « blot of infolency, I 
| malt beare 1t tor eught 1 knew, onely to make tbem-the more 
inel to Jewity£in theie-conlure of it : give: me leave to 
ſay, thatif 1 cannot bee freed from the guilt. of infolency, mn 
raking on me tp examine the Acts of a whole Synod ( as 
they are {ttted) I cannot fee bow it will gaine them the Glory 
of oy to take apon ther not encly to examine but to s- 
boliſh the Acts of rþe Chuseb-of £mgd md, oyaticmed by the 
Lawes of the ſupreme givillpewer,aud by the Cooltamions of 
thi Eccleſialticall State of this Nation, e they bad a better 
1 alling co db it than we know of. 
To 
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To the third of impertinency that may be entred x- 
againſt me in deſiring an anfwer from them for the a&ions of 
others. ] anſwer briefely, That the higheſt ] 
can look upon them in,in that Body where they are d, 
is as they are cholen by thoſe ethers for the direion of their 
z 1N thoſe things which they were todoe. And 
therefore if things have deene done amiſle, it concerned them 
to have adviſed them better, and yet wee have ſome reaſon to 
bcleeve, where we cenſider the that divers of the 
Synod have made unto themietvesof forme of thoſe Afts that 
haye beene dene by others, in the recerving the benefit of plu- 
raliticsot Sequeltred Livings, &c. That tome of thoſe things 
were done not for want of their advice to tbe contrary, but 
were premetcd by their advice and councell. And Councel- 
lours as well as Actours of Inconvenicnces are anſ{werable to 
Ged, and may bedefired by men concerned, to afford them (a- 
tistation in Conſcience : However it bee I doe but 


may. I, hope bee admitted for one tolerable Apology for 
the omiffionof ſetting downe the-Paſlages of the Diretory 


them are direted. 

But Secondly, to make ſome amends for this erreur, I bave 
here afforded thee the draught of the preface tothe Dir 
where thou laſt the feverall ebjeFtions therest againſt 
Common Prayer, which are pointed at, and calledto a reckon - 
ing in lome ot the Quzres, eſpecially in the 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 
&c, unto the a6+. Together. with fome other particular 

Paſlages 
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ly CISENEEY the Balke of it. 
that the proſecution thereof ſhall bee deſired from fs 
weake and rude a hand as mine is. I ſhall be willing to make 
up what bath beene wanting ere it be : In the meane 
time honeſt Reader, His mere deliberately and 
jnige impanritty.cnd the Lord whe is the God of wiſedome 
and Peace fill thee full of the riches of his ſpiritual wiſedome, 
nd reſtore Potggnmo mon theſe prone reſted Kingoomes: 
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ſormgr by were untothem a 'n DET, , 

Buobeit, hong md ſad Experieme-hu ade- it 

manifeſt, That the Leiturgie wſed in the Church of 
England, fy the 4 Reli- 

£109 — Pf ath _—_— 
an offence, Wo 


but alſo to the ak hs = _ to 


ſprake of wreing the DE the Prayers, 
which werygetaily Paton. dep of jty the many... 
unprofitable av as Ceramgnies, d tn 
11 have oot afbored muciien'ſchigfe,. an well whet » 
the Conſciences of many godly Miniſters _ le 
+, could not yicld unto them, ah, depriving them of 
the Ordinas ces of God , which they might n#t enjoy 
without zowformi ro theſe Ceremontes, 


Sundry goodChriſtians have beene mo means thereof, 
kept from the Lords T. able, - + divers =” and _— 
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to the Ditcrory. 


annereffey x: 0t (41 belt) in farre inferienr to he 
Reuding +f Commons Prayer ; which was made no bt» 
ter than an 140] by many [enoram dang Superſiitioxs 
People , whe: pleaſing theruſelves. in their preſence at 
that Service, payx7 2 Lip-labour in bearing 4piriin 
it , have thertby hardened themſelves in their iguo- 
rance ard carelefſeneſſe of ſaving K powledge eros 
Piety, -* . | 

In the muane time Papiſts boatted, that the Booke 
14s 4 compliance with them in a great part of their Ser- 
wist, and ſowere not a little confirmed in their Super - 
ftition and Idolatry, expeiting rather our retwne ts 
them, than endeavouring the Reformation of them- 
ſelves tn which expetiation they were of late very 
mech incoureged, when, upon the pretended warranta- 
blenefſe of impoſing of the former Ceremonies, new ones 
were daily obtruded wpon the Church, 
. CAdde hereunto (which was nat foreſtene, but ſince 
bath come ta paſſe) that the Leiturgie hath been @ great 
Weaner, 45078 the.oue handie make increaſe au idle and 
anedifying Miniſtery, which contented it ſelfe with 
ſet Formes made tatheir hawds by others, without pas- 
ting forth themſelves to exerciſetbe ifrof Prayer, with 
wmhichony Lord Jeſus Chriſi pleaſe ts forniſh all bi 
Se vents when hee cali ts that office: ſoon the uher 
fide it bath berne ( and ever be, if continued) « 
maiter of endleſſe firife and contention in the Church, 
anda hon both to my ghd and fautbfull MiniBers, 
who bave bt ene preſecated and ſilenced upon that occ aſs- 
0n, andto hers of hopeful parts, many of mbich have 
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we may in ſome anſwer the Providence 
of God, which at this temt calleth/ upon —— 
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aud extraordinary Times, 
 Wherein our care bath beeneta hold forth ſuch chings 
is arcof Divine Inflitstion in every Ordinance; and o- 
ther things we have indeavourcd ts ſet forth according 
18 the Aru oor ptporuge —_— -ol 
werall Rules CORE a ft, a Ko 
' mn U e 
the Prayers had other part Ears 
Enowne 10 all, there Loot fires x Sp feng 
0, in theſethings that 1 rene aine the fobflance ſ#bſtance of the Ser- 
vice aud Worſhip of God; And the Miniſters may bee 
dnelled.s their Adminiſtrations ts keepe like 
ſoananefie in Dottrine and Prayer 3 and may, if need 
be, reaps ona heres 4 they 
and megligent in Hiring up 
ME IO i hems But, that each one, by me- 
mlhehirung the wore of 
by 
orerm to furniſh bu beart x4 
o oiber materials of Pr 
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VV Hen any perſon departeth ths life, let the dead body 
| p94 the day of Burial, be drecmly creed fone 
the banſe'rs the plate appointed for publique Burial, ard | 
theres 1nmediaiely interred; without afy Ceremony.” 
And becauſe the enſtomes of (neelong down, and praying 
by, or towards the dead Corps, and other ſweh uſages, tn the 
ace where it Ties before it be cars to oy" ae $64 
th in 
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differences ae the ng. 
on of the party deceaſed while: be was living, 


| Concerning Dazer and Places for — Worſhip, 


Here is no Day commanded in Scri boly under 
4 Rerall dries ralgarly called thty ds ae Guile Sv he 
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| the Wordof God, b= on formers om wh « 
evertheleſle ic is Lawfull and 
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rh be ſuch as may helpe- by 
ir T5 cauſe trouble and dike 


cenfeſle tro your owne- Conſcience; Doeceyon 


cauſe heartily to with ,/ that you had Jeff Bn left ſole ebithge 

undone. | " 
VVee had need rake heed what ſparkin we! Findle, 

ery wee: bee well aflured* that wee 'know how 2 
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(4) ; 
when to thew leſt wee burne downe the 
ne meary (war agus, toe; BY: 
. Who: would have 


inhareks Qing fie ofa 


paire of Lawne ſleeves, and a Common Prayer-booke, 
ſhould have made ſo much Tinder to lig"t fuch 2 mulei- 
rude of Matches among us, to ſet (| uch 2 blaze into three 
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. Ohthis Ambition ! it is a peſtilenc Tumour. And 
his Pride it's th was asbad 2s Plas's. FE am Calco fafure 


Pla. onis, (aid 


for ki Dub roo is infuc requeſt amongſt us;”* + 7i-enin 
2 OEthi:Covetouſiele ! it is £0 good Ch yrlrgedn _ ori yy 
to curethewgundsef a Church or State : it hath proved **piicd Plates 
untous like thoſe ACadici parifienſes,it is roo much given 

to Phlebetomy. -Abloudy finne it, is withqur.doubr, bur 

will the Bi por or the ſequeſtred-livings., er 
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